
 

Applicants’ Voluntary Public Interest Commitments 
 

Commitment # 1.  The combined entity remains committed to continuing to provide free over-
the-air television through its O&O broadcast stations and through local broadcast affiliates 
across the nation.  As Comcast negotiates and renews agreements with its broadcast affiliates, 
Comcast will continue its cooperative dialogue with its affiliates toward a business model to 
sustain free over-the-air service that can be workable in the evolving economic and 
technological environment.   

Commitment # 2.  Comcast intends to preserve and enrich the output of local news, local 
public affairs, and other public interest programming on NBC O&O stations.  Through the 
use of Comcast’s On Demand and On Demand Online platforms, time slots on cable channels, 
and use of certain windows on the O&O schedules, Comcast believes it can expand the 
availability of all types of local and public interest programming.   

Commitment # 3.  Comcast will use its On Demand and On Demand Online platforms and a 
portion of the NBC O&Os’ digital broadcast spectrum to speak to kids.  Comcast intends to 
develop additional opportunities to feature children’s content on all available platforms. 

Commitment # 4.  Comcast reaffirms its commitment to provide clear and understandable on-
screen TV Ratings information for all covered programming across all networks (broadcast 
and cable) of the combined company, and to apply the cable industry’s best-practice standards 
for providing on-screen ratings information in terms of size, frequency, and duration. 

Commitment # 5.  In an effort to constantly improve the tools and information available for 
parents, Comcast will expand its growing partnership with Common Sense Media (“CSM”), a 
highly respected organization offering enhanced information to help guide family viewing 
decisions.  Comcast will work to creatively incorporate CSM information in its emerging On 
Demand and On Demand Online platforms and other advanced platforms, and will look for 
more opportunities for CSM to work with NBCU.   

Commitment # 6.  Comcast intends to expand the availability of over-the-air programming to 
the Hispanic community utilizing a portion of the digital broadcast spectrum of Telemundo’s 
O&Os (as well as offering it to Telemundo affiliates) to enhance the current programming of 
Telemundo and mun2. 

Commitment # 7.  Comcast will use its On Demand and On Demand Online platforms to 
feature Telemundo programming. 

Commitment # 8.  Comcast intends to continue expanding the availability of mun2 on the 
Comcast Cable, On Demand, and On Demand Online platforms. 

Commitment # 9.  Comcast currently provides approximately 15,000 VOD programming 
choices free or at no additional charge over the course of a month.  Comcast commits that it 
will continue to provide at least that number of VOD choices free or at no additional charge.  
In addition, within three years of closing the proposed transaction, Comcast will make 
available over the course of a month an additional 5,000 VOD choices via its central VOD 
storage facilities for free or at no additional charge.   
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Commitment # 10.  NBCU broadcast content of the kind previously made available at a per-
episode charge on Comcast’s On Demand service and currently made available at no 
additional charge to the consumer will continue to be made available at no additional charge 
for the three-year period after closing. 

Commitment # 11.  With respect to PEG channels, Comcast will not migrate PEG channels to 
digital delivery on any Comcast cable system until the system has converted to all-digital 
distribution (i.e., until all analog channels have been eliminated), or until a community 
otherwise agrees to digital PEG channels, whichever comes first.   

Commitment # 12.  To enhance localism and strengthen educational and governmental access 
programming, Comcast will also develop a platform to host PEG content On Demand and On 
Demand Online within three years of closing. 

Commitment # 13.  As Comcast makes rapid advances in video delivery technologies, more 
channel capacity will become available. So Comcast will commit that, once it has completed its 
digital migration company-wide (anticipated to be no later than 2011), it will add two new 
independently-owned and -operated channels to its digital line-up each year for the next three 
years on customary terms and conditions. 

Commitment # 14.  Comcast will commit to voluntarily accept the application of program 
access rules to the high-definition (HD) feeds of any network whose standard definition (SD) 
feed is subject to the program access rules for as long as the Commission’s current program 
access rules remain in place. 

Commitment # 15.  Comcast will commit to voluntarily extend the key components of the 
FCC’s program access rules to negotiations with MVPDs for retransmission rights to the 
signals of NBC and Telemundo O&O stations for as long as the Commission’s current 
program access rules remain in place. 

Commitment # 16.  The combined entity will continue the policy of journalistic independence 
with respect to the news programming organizations of all NBCU networks and stations, and 
will extend these policies to the potential influence of each of the owners.  To ensure such 
independence, the combined entity will continue in effect the position and authority of the 
NBC News ombudsman to address any issues that may arise. 


